
Appendix 4
(Mr Walsha)

My name is John Walsha. My wife and I have lived for 14 years in one 
of the three properties that are nearest to, and will be most affected 
by, the proposed Queens development. All three owner/occupiers of 
these properties are in favour of this sympathetic development. The 
majority of the residents living nearest to the Queens are either in 
favour or not opposed to the proposed development, whereas most 
of the objectors do not live near the Queens and rarely, if ever, used 
it when it was in business.

If the Queens was to re-open as a pub it would be economically 
detrimental to 4 other catering businesses in the village, namely The 
Selborne Arms, The Tea Room, The Village Shop and White’s Café-
Bar. Due to the thin market, the Village Shop and Post Office has just 
been put up for sale. The Parish Council, which at every stage has 
opposed the Queens development on behalf of only a section of the 
community, should divert its attentions to supporting this asset 
which is much more important to the whole community.

Traffic exiting from the new development would be minimal in 
comparison to what there would be if it were a pub. This fact has 
been acknowledged by the County Highways Authority. When the 
pub was operational, traffic exiting from Huckers Lane and the 
Queens front car park onto the B3006 was almost constant, due to 
the fact that the site’s dual access provided a convenient ‘turning 
circle’. There are already regularly used alternative venues in the 
village for the full range of community functions, namely the Village 
Hall, the Gilbert White Museum Barn, White’s Cafe-Bar, the Pavilion 
and the Selborne Arms. The vast majority of visitors to Selborne 
come on a daily basis and accommodation at the Queens, when it 
was available, was very much under used.  There are already 4  
properties in Selborne offering tourist accommodation, one of which 
is virtually opposite the Queens. 


